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Dear Colleague
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This is our main school Learning Platform Interest Space. Take a look around.
There's information for everyone! The Head Teacher's Blog is a good place to start.
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An update on progress so far:-
All except 4 schools (technical issues) from Phase 1, 2 & 3 now have access to the Learning Platform.
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On behalf of all the staff and governors
Eileen Beal at the school I would like to thank all Year
R 11 students for the contributions that they
e e omn have made to our school. They are a
fantastic year group and we wish them all y
the very best in their forthcoming exams. N
We are really looking forward to seeing Monica Pilgrim
them at the May Ball.
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== e T also take this opportunity to thank their acteacher
parents for all the support that they have
* Summer Ter 2008 given them at this school and, indeed,
© Autunn Term 2008 throughout their 12 years at school.
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 98% of schools now have e-mail, passwords and access codes to enter and use the learning platform.
At present, 615 people have attended training and awareness sessions.
The vast majority of schools have attended Introductory training on general access and management of the Learning Platform, a Strategic Lead (Head or Deputy) and E-Champion (Portal Administrator) were in attendance as discussions on the ‘look and feel’, who has access and at what level were explored.
Hands on Support

75% of primary schools have made plans to use Hands on Support in some capacity: aiding the portal administrator, supporting the class teachers or a combination of both. 30% of initial visits have now been undertaken and all other schools can still contact Cheryley Whiteside (Learning Platform Consultant) on 07500 102839 or 0161 253 6933 to arrange their initial visit in order to support the school in the most effective way. Initial visits can be arranged for the remaining weeks of term or for early September to ensure your school gets the support you need to move your Learning Platform forward.

All high schools have appointed an E-Champion with the funding from Schools Forum and over half of the high schools wish to make use of the Secondary Learning Platform Consultant to support development and use within their school. The consultant will contact those high schools in September.
As of September 1st, the new ‘look & feel’ for the Learning Platform (Kaleidos), we are advised, will be in place.  
(Example)
                                                                                                                                 
Training planned for the summer term, ‘General introduction to the Learning Platform for teachers’,  was cancelled and replaced with administration and use of e-mail (RM Easy-mail) due to the re-design of the Learning Platform making the planned training less relevant at this stage .
September Training 

Dates of training have been circulated in the Autumn Training Guides, and any additional training for platform managers will be circulated through e-mail and flyer to schools as soon as TCSC Consultants have received their on-going training. All details will be found at the BESt website http://www.bury-lea.org.uk/ Follow the link to Learning Platforms for information.
Focus areas for teachers and teaching assistant September - December:- 

· Introduction to the Learning Platform Version 2

· Introduction to e-mail

· Introduction to calendars 

Hardware:

2008/2009

Due to new EEC Procurement legislation which came in to effect on January 1st, and awaiting new products of PC Netbooks/mini pc, the process of obtaining quotes for computers and interactive whiteboards has been lengthy and cumbersome. Therefore I aim to circulate as soon as possible a list if you wish to purchase equipment through the TCSC.
From April 1st the second amount of monies from School Forum has been available to purchase additional hardware, details as follows:-
Using available Headroom monies Schools will receive delegated funding included on a specific line for ICT on the Section 52 budget notifications. (£xxx for high school hardware, £xxx for primary and special school hardware)
 (All prices and terms contained in the schedule are strictly confidential and should not be discussed with or disclosed to any third party).
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