Email 


E-mail

Electronic Mail, e-mail or email, is one of the major uses of the Internet.

Email allows a user to send a message from their computer to another computer connected to the Internet.

In order to use email a computer need to be connected to the Internet, have appropriate email software and have a valid email account, which includes a unique address and password.

As with all areas of ICT, email is evolving rapidly. At the moment the majority of email is sent using a “message form” that requires the author to type their message using a primitive word processor. Alternatively messages can be cut and pasted into the form from a more sophisticated word processor such as Microsoft Word. Most email systems support “Attachments” that allow large text files and files other than text to be sent through the Internet.

Email is an efficient and cost effect form of communication and it is widely used in business, commerce and by the home enthusiast - to such an extent that it is challenging the existence of conventional postal services (unkindly referred to as Snail Mail).

Central Government has set targets for access to email by pupils and staff in school. These targets have changed on a number of occasions.

The LEA current recommendations are:

· That each teacher should have an individual email account.

· Pupils in key stages 3 and 4 should have individual accounts

· Pupils in key stage 1 and 2 should make use of class accounts controlled by the teacher.

· Pupils’ email addresses should be anonymous and that initials and date of birth be used e.g. hf110585@stmolesworth.bury.uk
· Staff email should follow the following convention: h.felix@stmolesworth.bury.uk
The LEA has negotiated a package with Research Machines, (R.M.) after consultation with schools. R.M. will provide a secure email system for school that will include filtering. The cost to the school for this service will be approximately £1 per account.
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