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The Internet

The Internet is a worldwide network of computers that provides access to a vast source of information, services and entertainment.

The Internet is the infrastructure over which the different types of information travels and is not the information itself.

Home and School / Service computers can be connected to the Internet though an Internet Service Provider (ISP) by means of a modem, terminal adaptor or similar device to a telephone line or dedicated broadband line using appropriate software. 

For a more detailed introduction to the infrastructure of the Internet visit the “How Stuff Works Website- http://www.howstuffworks.com/internet-infrastructure.htm
The information available via the Internet is divided into several main areas including:

1) The World Wide Web – the major use of the Internet. The World Wide Web is made up of many millions of “pages” of information, each having an individual address (often, but not always, starting with www e.g. www.bury-lea.org.uk). The term “surfing” refers to casual use of the World Wide Web. A Website is a number of web pages created by an individual or organisation. Many people mistakenly refer to the World Wide Web as the Internet.

2) E-mail – is a facility provided by the Internet that allows users to send massages to each other. Like normal mail (commonly referred to as “Snail Mail”) each user must have an address. The privacy offered by E-mails should be considered as that offered by a Post Card rather than a Registered Letter.

3) Bulletin Boards or Newsgroups – these are areas of the Internet that are set-aside for people with a common interest. Internet users can join a Bulletin Board or Newsgroup for practically any topic. Bulletin Board or Newsgroup are similar to E-mail in that messages are sent to an address, however they allow all the members of that group to view and respond to the massages (they are similar to the Letters page of a local newspaper).

For a brief introduction to the other services available over the Internet visit - http://library.albany.edu/internet/internet.html
The Government has set a number of targets concerning Schools’ connection to the Internet. All School should have been connected to the Internet by 2002, and more recently targets have been set for schools to be connected by “Broad band” links. There are also targets in place for pupils and teachers to have their own e-mail addresses; these targets have changed several times and schools requiring up to date information of the current targets are advised to contact the TCSC.

At the moment the Internet is unregulated and as a consequence there are materials available that many would consider unsuitable for pupils. Recent moves in the US senate to introduce legislation to remove some of this disagreeable content from the Internet, whilst not yet in place, has already had an effect. This document shows how the School / Service will protect its members from inappropriate materials and contains our policy for appropriate use of the Internet.
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