Misuse


Procedures for dealing with users who deliberately misuse the Internet.

The acceptable behaviour of all members of the school community is covered by existing rules of conduct. In the case of pupils these will be within the school rules, and in the case of staff they will be contained in their conditions of service.

The Internet offers an unusual opportunity for unacceptable behaviour in school. This could include:

· actively searching for inappropriate material including material of a  pornographic, racist and violent nature.

· Downloading files without permission

· Infringing copyright

· Playing online games

· Attacking another persons web sites 

· Sending bullying emails / SMS text messages to mobiles

· Using unauthorised Chat rooms, Bulletin Boards, User Groups or other area of the Internet.

 The school should consider appropriate sanctions for example:

· Temporary or permanent ban on Internet use.

· Disciplinary action in line with existing practices and conditions of service.

· In extreme circumstances the Local Education Authority and / or the Police may need to be involved

Misuse of the school’s facility may not only break the school’s rules but may also contravene one or more of the following:

The Obscenity Acts of 1959 and 1964

The Protection of Children Act 1978

The Indecent Display Act 1981

The Criminal Justice Act 1988

The Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

The Obscene Publication Act 1989

The Data Protection Act 1998

The Computer Misuse Act 1990
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