Mobile Phones


The Use of Mobile Phones on School Premises.

In March 2000 the LEA advised schools that - if the school considered it acceptable for pupils to bring mobile phones to school then the phones should be turned off during the school day. - The technology has progressed since this advice was given, particularly the ability of mobile phones to send and receive pictures, and it is now appropriate to review the use of mobile phones on school premises.
The school should recognise that many parents feel that mobile phones offer their children an element of security and allow them to contact each other should the need arise. Pupils may have a different view, seeing mobile phones as a status symbol, fashion accessory, a means of entertainment or a new literacy.

This chapter raises a number of points that school should consider with regards to personal portable communication devices of all types, including mobile phones and pagers, and the types of messages they can send and receive including voice, images, SMS (Short Message Service - Text Messaging) and MMS (Multimedia Messaging Service – messages that combine text, images and sound)

Mobile phones and associated technologies pose a number of risks within school:

· Theft – mobile phones are an increasing target for juvenile criminals. By carrying, displaying and using a mobile phone in school pupils may be opening themselves to this form of crime. 

· Bullying – mobile phones are an easy way to send malicious messages and there have been a number of highly publicised cases recently of pupils being bullied through this technology.

· Distraction – many mobile phones are multi-functional. Most offer games, increasingly they provide access to music and video.

· Capturing images – the use of images of children by the school is dealt with in another document; but the ability of portable communications technologies to capture and distribute images need to be considered from a different perspective, that of pupils taking photographs of other pupils and staff within the school, possibly without their knowledge or permission. The school need to consider how to protect staff from pupils circulating malicious images and how to deter images being used for bullying.
· Cheating – the size of this technology and the ability to communicate silently offer many opportunities for unauthorised collaboration in lessons, tests or exams. 

· Organisation – it is possible for mobile phones to be used by organised groups within the school to communicate with each other and the potential for this to escalate problems.

The school should consider:

· An outright ban on mobile phones, and similar devices, on the school premises – realistically this may be difficult to enforce due to parental views as described above.

· A ban on mobile phones of certain types – e.g. mobile phones that can take and display photographs.

· Allowing mobile phones to be brought to school but requiring that they are handed to staff at the beginning of school and returned at the end of the day – this will increase workload and make the school and staff responsible for the care of pupils’ property.

· If it is appropriate for pupils to be able to take and distribute images with or without the permission of the subject on school premises.

· If a signed code of conduct would be appropriate.

· Installing Cell Phone Detectors across the school or in sensitive areas such as examination rooms. Hand held detectors appropriate for individual classrooms are available for as little as £150. More information is available from TCSC.

The school should note that Bury Metropolitan Council believes that pupils should be allowed to have mobile phones in school, provided certain safeguards are in place.
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