Using the Internet in Lessons


Using the Internet in lessons and other teaching and learning situations

The use of the Internet offers teachers and pupils many ways to enhance learning activities and provides access to materials that could not be otherwise used in the classroom.

As with all other school activities the use of Internet must be carefully planed and supervised.

Supervision

Close supervision is the best way of ensuring that pupils are not attempting to visit site inappropriate for the activity in hand. 

Pupils should not be allowed to use the Internet unless they are supervised by a responsible adult.
All members of staff are responsible for the appropriate use of the Internet within the lessons they supervise.

The staff should make sure that pupils are aware of, and conform to, the School’s / Service’s rules for the use of the Internet.

All members of staff should be aware of the possibilities of misuse of the Internet, the polices and procedures in place for dealing with such misuse and conduct appropriate supervision.

Planning

 The Internet has great potential to enhance teaching and learning, however most classroom uses of the Internet tend to be "research centred" tasks that require the pupils to use a search engine to "find out about a topic". The outcomes from such activities are often disappointing - little or no relevant information may found; pupils can be distracted by more "interesting" websites; the few websites that are found do not contain age appropriate material - all of which leads to a feeling that the whole experience has been a waste of time. 

When planning an Internet activity the following points should be kept in mind:

· That the expected outcome is achievable within the time available.

· That the task has a purpose which is clear and understood by the pupils. (In line with WALT and WILF)

· In most cases the pupils are directed to web pages, or sites, that are known to contain relevant and appropriate materials.

· When an activity requires the pupil to use a search engine, the search criteria is specific enough to find appropriate information.

· Due to the nature of the Internet it is easy for pupils to wander off task. It is therefore necessary to keep regular and careful checks on pupils’ progress and to give clear and explicit guidance

· The teacher has visited the sites before the activity to be sure that they are still working and that the content has not changed.
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