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Different forms of sentence
Simple sentence:  a sentence containing one clause.

I walked home
Compound sentence:  a sentence with two or more clauses linked by a co-ordinator (this joins 2 equal parts of the sentence together) such as and, but or or.  A comma or a semicolon can sometimes act as a co-ordinator (join 2 equal parts).

I walked home and ate supper quickly.

I walked home, ate supper quickly, and settled down with a glass of wine.
Complex sentence:  a sentence with two or more clauses linked by subordination (when one part of the sentence is less important).

He thought (that) I was mad.

She ran away because she was guilty.
Compound-complex sentence:  a sentence with several clauses and including both coordination and subordination.

He thought I was mad and he ran away from me.
Misconceptions about sentence forms and writing

· Simple sentences are unsophisticated and complex sentences are sophisticated.
· Simple sentences are short sentences.

He stood and wept. (compound)

I dream because I sleep.  (complex)

Beneath the vast open sky, the moorland of Dartmoor, purple with heather or bright with new-spring bracken, extends its sombre bleakness almost from the north to the south coast.  (simple)

