Analysis of pupil performance 2004

KS3 English

Reading paper

Save it 

Level 4 Exemplar

See page 13 for commentary


1.
From paragraphs 1 and 2, give two different reasons why the bin men’s job is demanding.

· There are bad smells ‘they lift the lids off the bins and experience the


death stench’.



(2 marks)

2.
In paragraph 1, what does the choice of words in the following phrase suggest about the rubbish?


the sordid reek of things falling in on themselves
a)
(    the sordid reek suggests: Saying something with a really bad smell.



(1 mark)

b)
(     things falling in on themselves suggests: Saying how the rubbish piles up and up.



(1 mark)

3.
The article has paragraphs about the bin men’s personal experiences as well as paragraphs giving statistics and facts.

a)
Complete the table by placing a tick in one column for each of the first 6 paragraphs.


Paragraphs 1 and 2 have been done for you.

	
	Personal experiences
	Statistics and facts
	

	Paragraph 1
	(
	
	

	Paragraph 2
	(
	
	

	Paragraph 3
	
	(
	

	Paragraph 4
	(
	
	

	Paragraph 5
	(
	
	

	Paragraph 6
	
	(
	


(2 marks)

b)
Explain one reason why the text has been organised with paragraphs about personal experiences as well as paragraphs about statistics and facts.

· Because it is like it is quoting on what the men do.


(1 mark)

Turn over for question 4

4.
How does the article try to make the reader feel some responsibility for the problem of waste disposal?

You should comment on the effect of:

· the bin men’s comments about rubbish;

· the statistics used;

· references to other countries.

The bin men say when it comes to rubbish he reckons that if they could


imagine what one million tonnes of rubbish looks like they might think twice.


And day after day, they lift the lids off the bins and experience the death


stench, the sordid reek of things falling in on themselves in darkness.


In Maastricht they have to pay £1 a go for each rubbish bag. They throw out


and in Germany they have there bags weigh.



(5 marks)


5.

a)
From the first sentence in paragraph 1, write down one word which suggests that the writer admires Lulworth Cove.

· gem



(1 mark)

b)
What is the effect of the use of this word?

· Sparkling seas like a gem and all the different colours.

(1 mark)

6.
In paragraph 2, the writer describes the line of people as moving relentlessly.

What does the phrase moving relentlessly suggest about the people?

· Moving slowly and calmly.



(1 mark)

7.
From the whole text identify:

a)
one way in which the people who visit Purbeck are spoiling the area.

· The people are making badly eroded footpaths. The car park is often full to



overflowing so this is having to lead to repairs.



(1 mark)

b)
one way in which the people who visit Purbeck benefit the area.


· Many people like to go there so it is encorging more people to visit.

(1 mark)

8.
This case study is organised into three sections of text: The place, The problem and a Fact File. 


The place and The problem are written in different styles.

a)
Explain one difference between the ways in which The place and The problem are written.

· The place is telling you about its calm etc. and the problem is telling you


about all the downfalls.

(1 mark)

b)
Explain how the order of these two sections, The place and The problem, helps the reader to understand fully the problems caused by tourism in Purbeck.

· Because it is telling you what it was like and then saying what is happenening
when tourists go there and problems are caused.



(1 mark)

9.
What do you learn about the writer’s viewpoint and purpose in the text overall?


Show whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE, by writing T for TRUE or F for FALSE in each of the boxes. 

The first one has been done for you.

	
	The writer thinks that tourists should not visit Durdle Door.
	F
	

	
	
	
	

	
	The writer thinks that tourism makes money for Dorset.
	T
	

	
	
	
	

	
	The writer is sure that the ideas being suggested by the Purbeck Heritage Committee will work.
	T
	

	
	
	
	

	
	The writer’s aim in this text is to stop people visiting the Purbeck countryside.


	F
	

	
	
	
	

	
	The writer’s aim in this text is to make the reader aware of the problems caused by tourism.
	T
	


(2 marks)

Turn over for question 10





10.
This text begins:

For the last five years, something huge, strange, almost magical, has been growing in a giant crater, deep in the South-West of England.
How does this make the reader want to read more of the webpage? 

Explain two ways and support each explanation with a quotation from the opening sentence.

· It sounds exsiting ‘almost magical’.

· Big things you have never seen before ‘something huge, strange’.


(2 marks)

11.
How does paragraph 2 (from An almost … to … environment.) make the reader think the Eden Project is exciting but also has a serious purpose?

Choose two different words or phrases and explain how they create this effect on the reader.

	
	word / phrase from paragraph 2
	effect on the reader
	how it creates the effect on the reader
	

	a)
	· Space age

      complex



	makes the reader think the project is exciting
	· because it suggests that there are plants out there that yet to be discovered.


	

	b)
	· Educating
 

	makes the reader think the project has a serious purpose
	· because it suggests that people don’t just go there to see how pretty they look but to learn aswell about the environment.


	


(2 marks)

12.
In paragraph 5 it says, The Eden Project was set up to create a spectacular ‘theatre’ in which to tell this story of human beings’ dependence on plants.

a)
Why is the Eden Project called a theatre?

· To plants are putting on the own play why there hear and pretty they look.


(1 mark)

b)
Why is the word ‘theatre’ in inverted commas?


(1 mark)

13.
On page 9 (What the Eden Project is about and FAQs), how is language used in different 
ways to create a positive image of the Eden Project?

You should comment on how the choice of words and phrases:

· makes the Eden Project sound important;

· makes the Eden Project sound attractive to teachers or parents;

· emphasises the benefits of the Eden Project.

The language is used in different ways to tell you about the different features


of the theatre (eden project) ‘beauty and richness of other countries besides


our own’ and what people want to no about it eccept how pretty it is. Learn and


teach people.



(5 marks)
This pupil scored 12 Marks (Level 4 mean = 11.4)

AF3

Q1:  Is able to infer meaning but not confidently: selects only one reason.  

Q7:  Gets 1 of the 2 marks; second point suggests either she has misread the question, or failed to see that more people going is not necessarily a benefit.

AF 4 Read carefully to follow the overall structure and grasp the meaning of a passage of text from beginning to end.

Q3: Is able to correctly distinguish the focus of each paragraph, but cannot then extrapolate from understanding in 3a why the text is structured in this way, so attempts to say something about one of the types of paragraphs.

Q8:  Answer to 8a contrasts the content rather than different styles.  8b again – attempts an answer to the Q   it is telling you…and then saying…but seems to think the 1st passage is the past and the 2nd the present. The question involves being able to take an overview of what each text is doing, which pupils at this level find difficult, perhaps because their reading of the parts is still not wholly fluent ie they may be able to read it, but not necessarily take in everything as they read.

AF4 Recognise and explain ways in which openings can be structured to capture the reader’s interest.

Q10:  Attempts to do as the question asks and give two ways and two quotations, but cannot comment precisely enough to get the marks. 

AF5: Recognise the effects of specific words and phrases and explain them in precise rather than general terms.

Q2:  Recognises that ‘sordid reek’ refers to a ‘really bad smell’ but has not read paragraph carefully enough to see exactly what is being described in 2b, so offers a vague and inaccurate generalisation.  

Q5a:  Is able to select the appropriate word (AF2) as would expect of pupil working at this level but does not explain the precise connection with the bay; is getting there with ‘sparkling’ but then is too literal in her interpretation.

Q6:  Does not recognise what relentlessly conveys; may not be familiar with the word; but appears to have tried to use context to offer a sensible answer, perhaps taking ‘calmly’ from ‘calm’ earlier in para.

Q12:  Infers meaning of ‘theatre’ as used here, in 12a) – AF3, but omits 12b.

Q13:  Selects a specific and appropriate phrase for the 1st bullet but is unable to comment on it.  May have run out of time as answer is then just 1 or 2 odd notes.

AF6 Recognise when writers imply their viewpoint as well as explicitly stating it.
Q4:  Does rather better on this longer Q than on Q13; as seen elsewhere she can select (AF2) appropriate points but cannot then offer comment on the effect and explain why they make the reader feel some responsibility.

Q9:  Her error here [thinking that the writer is sure the ideas of the Purbeck Heritage Committee will work] was the error made most often in this Q.  She has not picked up the qualifying implications of ‘only time will tell whether’ in the last sentence and may have simply taken in ‘the Purbeck Heritage Committee will be able to save...’

Failing to read across a whole sentence or section of text to grasp a point that is implied but not directly stated, and/or as here, involves conditionality, is often difficult for pupils at this level.

Q11:  Chooses 2 appropriate phrases but can only explain the effect of one of them.

Overall, this pupil has clearly read and understood some of the aspects of each text.  She has attempted all the questions and has written something that bears some relationship to what has been asked, but she needs to learn to read more closely and to understand more about what is going on in texts, besides having a general sense of what they are ‘about’.  She needs to secure her inferential understanding (AF3) and be given reading activities that will help her improve her reading in relation to AFs 4, 5 and 6.  Reading something and then talking about it in relation to specific aspects might help her learn what to look for in different types of texts. 
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Questions 10–13 are about The Eden Project (pages 8–9 in the Reading booklet).








Questions 5–9 are about Purbeck under attack (pages 6–7 in the Reading booklet).
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Questions 1–4 are about On the bins (pages 4–5 in the Reading booklet).
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