Gifted and Talented Activities in English

Knowledge and Understanding
These activities aim to provide a range of opportunities, within English, for pupils to extend their knowledge and understanding.  The skills and strategies used are summarised below:
· Use a broader range of tasks and texts, increasing complexity and level of challenge.

· Asking pupils to provide more detail.

· Teaching objectives earlier.

· The use of analysis, synthesis and evaluation.

· Creating greater independence.

· Providing opportunities for pupils to reflect and evaluate their work, thinking and learning.

· Teaching objectives in different contexts.

· Pupils are able to explore and develop thinking.

· Having opportunities to compare and contrast texts, thinking, findings.

· Pupils offer a sensitive, critical response to texts, showing insight.

· Pupils have opportunities to offer creative imaginative and alternative responses.

Activity 1

Pupils re-write a given text for a different:

· audience
· purpose 
· time
· genre
Examples
· Publicity posters for B.B. wolf – promoting him!  
· Complicated textbooks re-written for pre-school pupils.

Follow Up Work
Pupils provide an explanation of the changes made, orally or in written form, at an analytical level i.e. words choices, punctuation, sentence structure etc and why these changes have been made.

Activity 2

· Pupils consider different perspectives / writing with alternative viewpoints i.e. Carol Ann Duffy’s ‘The World’s Wife’.  Geraldine McCaughrean ‘Not The End Of The World’.

· Characters in novels/poems – taking on different narratives from people, real or imaginary, who have some kind of connection with the character.

Example 
A letter from Curley’s mother, sent to him years ago, explaining her feelings towards him.
Follow up

‘Mrs Kong’  from Carol Ann Duffy .

Collating perspectives from various sources to provide a profile of the character being studied. 

Activity 3

Supporting alternative viewpoints in a convincing manner – using evidence.

Example

Curly is a victim of a patriarchal society!

Argue this viewpoint using evidence from ‘Of Mice and Men’ and other de-masculinising texts.

Follow Up Activity

Researching around other topics to provide materials to support arguments for others to ‘champion’. In fiction or non-fiction
Activity 4

Character profiles.

Example

Listing of characteristics.

Collate a ‘set’ of other characters that match perhaps from areas of the media real or fictitious.  i.e. Lennie/Homer Simpson etc.

Follow Up Work

Creating own characters using ‘mixtures’ of characters.
Activity 5
Explorations

Explorations

	Example
	· Explore the theme of ……….. in 3/4 texts.

	
	· Different pupils explore different themes within one text, compare.


Follow Up Work


· Love: 
Rapunztiltskin


Pride and Prejudice 



Gone with the Wind




Beggar Woman



Withering Heights



Gone with the Wind

Activity 6

Writing scripts.

Example

Take poem/novel/prose.

Re-write as a script using dialogue to drive the content and action.

Further Work

Directing performances of scripts.

Activity 7

Text collapsing.

· Analysing poems by choice of words (see text collapser handout).

Example

Look at the use of adjectives or adverbs.

Follow up work.

Collapse other texts for scrutiny report findings to the class.

Activity 8

Designing a part of the lesson.

Example

· Pupils design the starter lesson for the next activity – bearing the objective in mind.

· Pupils design the plenary as part of the independent work.

Activity 9

Evaluating Learning
	Example
	· Create a questionnaire to assess what and how pupils learned in a chosen  lesson/scheme of work.

	
	· Create an assessment sheet with criteria to assess learning bearing the objective in mind.


Follow up Work

Pupils organise the data to suggest next steps for learning.

Activity 10

Text into film.

	Example
	· Using a poem/prose/novel etc re-create as a mini film (see BFI Screening Shorts).

	
	· Create script, shots, how narrative will be delivered, characters etc.


Follow up Work
Create using ICT.

Activity 11

Game Shows
	Example
	· Choose a character from a novel/play create a game show using events from the novel to form questions e.g. Macbeth – Blind Date.


Extension

Perform show – audience participation.

Activity 12

Non-linear perspectives.

	Example
	· Organising a key scene with flashbacks or ‘starting at the end.


Follow up Work

Discuss how meaning might be changed.

Key Focus: Reading for Meaning
Objectives: Reading-Read a variety of texts considering alternative perspectives.
                    Writing-Re-create texts using an alternative perspective.
Key Thinking Skills -Exploring and developing creative, imaginative, alternative responses.

Independent/Guided Work

· Pupils read and discuss a selection of poems from Carol Ann Duffy’s ‘Worlds Wife’ and consider how these alternative perspectives were created, knowledge required to understand what lies behind the poems and what the reader brings.
· Pupils read extracts from Geraldine McCaughrean’s ‘Not The End Of The World’.  Consider, discuss other stories that could have alternative perspectives explored i.e. The Monkeys’ Perspective when studying Darwin.

· Pupils aim to create their own alternative perspectives through prose, poetry – an element of research will be required.

These can be delivered through guided work within the teaching of the class novel or as extension activities within whole class work.
Resources

Carol Ann Duffy’s  “The World’s Wife”
Rapunztiltskin 

Beggar Woman

Withering Heights

Pride and Prejudice

Text collapser

Of Mice and Men

Stimulating materials for debate 

Gone With The Wind (film/text)







Female perspective





Male perspective
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