	Year 8 Optional Test 2004     Longer Writing Tasks    (Gwen Bishop)

	Sentence Structure and Punctuation
	Text Structure and Organisation
	Composition and Effect

	Band A
AF 5/6
	Band B
AF 3/4
	Band C
AF 1/2

	A1


	· Sentences mostly compound, clauses linked by connectives; and, but, then, so etc

· Subject and verbs often simple and repeated.

· Nouns sometimes modified by adjectives, verbs and adverbs.

· Full stops and capitals mostly correct.  Some attempt to use others, commas in lists.
	(1 mark)
	B1
	· Overall structure sample

· Opening /closing may be briefly signalled.

· Main ideas clear

· Some use of paragraphs/sections.

· Simple ideas usually grouped together.

· Ideas linked simply

	(1 mark)
	C1
	· Some awareness of purpose of speech.

· Content suitable, though simple.

· May recognise audience.

· Evidence of speaker’s viewpoint, simple personal opinions presented.

· Some attempt to use language for effect
	(1,2, marks)

	A2


	· Sentences varied, most grammatically sound.

· Some subordinations to expand or justify points and vary sentence structure.

· Adverbials and expanded noun phrases used.

· Verbs mostly present tense or future.

· Accurate punctuation.  Some commas mark phrases or clauses. 
	(2, 3 marks)
	B2
	· Structure of writing logical and sequenced, (introduction, advantages, disadvantages, closing).

· Transitions between paragraphs may be awkward.

· Paragraphs often introduced by topic sentence.

· Paragraphs clearly organised.  Some development of ideas, giving examples/reasons.
.
	(2, 3 marks)
	C2
	· Generally appropriate speech form maintained.

· Content coverage reasonable, though may not be balanced.

· Clear ideas expressed

· Some attempt to engage audience.

· Viewpoint of speaker established, may not be fully developed.

· Style of address consistent.

· Some evidence of careful and choice for interest


	(3,4,5, marks)

	A3


	· Sentences grammatically sound.

· Compound and complex sentences used.

· Variety of connectives to support ideas (because, although, however).

· Phrases & clauses build up detail and interpretation

· Modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility.

· Almost all sentences correctly demarcated – a range used.
	(4, 5 marks)
	B3
	· Structure developed with precise opening, closing.

· Main points clearly sequenced in paragraphs.

· Main ideas developed coherently (both sides given equal consideration).

· Writing is coherent and clear throughout.

· Within paragraphs main ideas are developed or illustrated by relevant detail/argument/example.

	(4,5 marks)
	C3
	· Clear speech form adapted to match and engage audience.

· Sufficient detail and development of ideas to establish a variety of viewpoints.

· Clear and consistent viewpoint, controlled eg little or no personal opinion expressed, information has no bias.

· Consistent attempts to add interest, using formal or informal styles or rhetorical questions.

· Vocabulary choices used with more precision.
.
	(6, 7,8 marks)

	A4


	· Length /focus of sentences controlled and varied for effect.

· Impersonal constructions used for objectivity.

· Mostly secure range of punctuation for structure and clarity


	(6, 7 marks)
	B4
	· Structure is controlled with links between paragraphs (causal, thematic, contrast, repetition)

· Paragraphs are varied to support structure as a whole.

· Development of ideas within paragraphs.

· Development of ideas within paragraphs is well developed and supported, (contrast, repetition, balance).

	(6,7 marks)
	C4
	· Speech wholly appropriate to context and engagement of audience.

· Effectively organised and presented, precise detail and clear examples.

· Viewpoint is well-controlled, presents convincing, well thought out arguments.

· Range of stylistic devices to describe own opinions, attitudes, feelings of those in community.

	(9, 10,11, marks)

	A5


	· Range of varied sentence structure for clarity and effect.

· Variety of verb forms (including modals).

· Condensed or elaborate phrases/clauses give precision to the analysis.

· Full range of punctuation, including colons and semi-colons for clarity and effect..
	(8 marks)
	B5
	· Whole structure is developed and shaped for clarity and emphasis to meaning.

· Range of technique deliberately used to support cohesion within and between arguments and ideas.

	(8 marks)
	C5
	· Speech form is deliberately adapted to achieve its purpose by developing and conveying ideas with control and confidence.

· Awareness of audience is maintained throughout.

· Viewpoint takes account of some complexity in content and alternative interpretations.

· Choice of stylistic features is well-judged for effect
.
	(12, 13, 14 marks)


	Writing AFS


	AF1 – imaginative, thoughtful texts.

AF2 – appropriate to task, reader, purpose

AF3 – organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing, structuring information, ideas and events.

AF4 – construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs.

AF5 – vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect.

AF6 – write with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation in phrases, clauses and sentences.

AF7 – select appropriate and effective vocabulary


