SHAKESPEARE READING AFS 

Character/Language/Themes (presentation of ideas)

Text in Performance

Sample Questions for Key Scenes

	AF 5/6
	· Compare Macbeth’s reactions (Character/language/text in performance).



	AF 4/5
	· Introduction of witches and use of language (theme/language/text in performance).



	AF 6/7
	· Significance of scene within whole play (theme/text in performance).




Shakespeare (Reading)

Character

· Imagine you are …

You need to think and feel as this person would.  Use first person narrative.

· Write about/explain/comment on …

Explain what the character says and does.  Give your opinions about how their words/actions can be interpreted.  Refer to language and staging of event.  Use third person narrative.

· How does Shakespeare present …

Refer to Shakespeare himself and all the ways he presents a character (how) with all the reasons why.  Refer to use of language and staging of events.  Use third person.

Refer to the text at all times, what is said and/or done in BOTH scenes

COMPARE these events and remember – it is a PLAY. 

Questions

1. Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2
What different impressions do you have of Macbeth  in these two scenes?  

(Focus: 
Character – language)

2. Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2
How does Shakespeare present Macbeth’s thoughts in the two scenes? 

(Focus: 
Character – language)

3. Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2
Imagine you are Macbeth.  Describe your feelings about murder in these two scenes.  

(Focus: 
Character – language)

THEMES/PRESENTATIONS OF IDEAS

These are the ‘ideas’ or ‘issues’ that Shakespeare explores through his Characters/Language/Action in the play.

Look for the these words in the question:


Ideas, themes, issues and;

How are……

Show how…..

In what ways does Shakespeare….

You can show the themes/issues by talking about:

· Characters’ words and actions

· Shakespeare’s choice of words

· Relationships between characters

· Setting, staging, acting

Questions

1. Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2
Show how the ideas of loyalty are presented in these two scenes?


(Focus:
Presentation of ideas, character, language)

2. Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2
How does Shakespeare show the ideas of greed and ambition in these two scenes?


(Focus:
Presentation of ideas, character, language)

4. Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2

How does Shakespeare present the darker side of the play in the two scenes.  

LANGUAGE

· Show how….. Explain how…..In what ways….
The purpose of the words, the audience reaction.  The atmosphere created and DRAMATIC TENSION.

· Also words like: Speech, Says, Soliloquy, Conversation
Can lead you to language questions.

Questions

1. Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2
Explain how Shakespeare uses language to show Macbeth’s changing character in these two scenes.  

(Focus: 
language, character)

2. Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2
How might the audience react to Macbeth’s discussions with the murderers and his wife in these two scenes?  

(Focus:
language text in performance)

TEXT IN PERFORMANCE

· Remember this is a play!  It should be performed before an audience.

· Key words to look for are ‘director’, ‘actor’, ‘audience’, ‘theatre’ and ‘stage.’

· The question might say ‘Imagine you are the actor/director’

or

The words advice/advise might be used.

· You need to be able to refer to the structure and organisation of the scenes.  Think about DRAMATIC EFFECT and the way this performance links to character, language and themes.

· Using the words, ‘would’, ‘could’ and ‘should’ might help to put ideas across.

Questions

Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2
1.
Imagine you are going to direct these two scenes for a performance in your 
school.  How would you want to direct Macbeth to show his reactions?


(Focus:
Text in performance/character/language)

2. Act 3 Scene 1 and Act 3 Scene 2
You are directing the murderers in the castle and Macbeth with his wife.  How would you want to direct the actors to create the ‘right’ kind of atmosphere on stage?


(Focus:
Text in performance/character/language)

Complete the table below by putting statements in the right boxes.  In the shaded boxes, find a line from the text, which says the same as the modern English

	Macbeth’s reason for wanting to believe the witches
	Macbeth’s reasons for killing Banquo

	I want to hear more from you.
	I only have one person who can stand in my way.

	
	

	You have got some things right.
	The witches told him he would be the father of future kings.

	
	

	How do you know all this?
	If what they say is true then my children will never be kings.

	
	

	I wonder if they are good or evil?
	I’ve killed the king so Banquo’s son can be king, what’s the point of that?

	
	

	Should I really listen to them?
	He is my enemy as well as yours but I can’t kill him because too many people like him.

	
	

	Could I become king purely by chance?
	Make sure that the job is done properly.

	
	

	Lots think about what has happened and we will speak about it later
	Fleance should be killed also, I don’t care about him.
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