Year 9 ‘Macbeth’ Starters

Act 3 Scene 4

1. Wordsearch  (www.puzzlemaker.com will create one in seconds)

· of Shakespeare’s plays

· of ‘Macbeth’ characters

· of ‘Macbeth’ vocabulary

     (Objective:  Word 2 - High-frequency words)

2. Words within words (a quick warm up)

· William Shakespeare e.g. ‘ear’ ‘miles’ ‘lamp’
· The banquet scene e.g. ‘scan’ ‘seen’ ‘nest
3. Synonyms (to expand vocabulary)

· Shows               illustrates, indicates, demonstrates
· Ghost                vision, hallucination, ghoul

· Guilty                troubled, haunted

4. Brainstorm acrostics – words and phrases to describe characters.  Bonus for using a quotation!

· M – milk of human kindness
· A – ambitious
· C – cousin, conscience
· B – blood-thirsty
· E – evil
· T – troubled, tempted
· H – hated, hallucinations
       (Objective:  Word 2 - High-frequency words)

5. Cloze

· Synopsis of play
· Synopsis of scene
· Short speech from key scene e.g. L.75 – 83, L.130 – 140
6. Text-marking – using scanning skills

· Highlight all the references to blood that you can find
· Find references to Macbeth being ‘a man’
· Find any mention of the word ‘murder’
      (Objective: Reading 1 - Information retrieval)
7. Find a quotation to illustrate these points: one or two per pair.

· Banquo is dead
· Lady Macbeth thinks Macbeth is imagining the ghost
· Macbeth is afraid of the ghost
· Macbeth has spies in many households
· Macbeth says that there is no going back
· Fleance escaped
(Objective: Reading 1 - Information retrieval)
8. Appearance.  What clues can you find about the appearance and facial expressions of one or more of the following:

· The murderer       – Macbeth
· The ghost             – Lady Macbeth
· The guests
(Objective: Reading 1 - Information retrieval)
9. Sequencing.  Put these cut up cards in the right order….

· Emotions felt by Macbeth; put in chronological order
e.g. calm – glad – fearful – terrified – confused – determined

· Put events in the scene in the correct order
e.g. The guests leave

       The ghost reappears

       The murderer reports to Macbeth

10.  Summary.  Reduce scene to 5 sentences.  Reduce to 5 words.       

 Reduce to 1 word.

 e.g. guilt / haunting / fear / blood / hypocrisy

11.  Give a score out of ten for how much tension there is at these 

       points in the scene.  0 = none.

· Guests arrive
· Murderer admits Fleance escapes
· Macbeth sees ghost
· Ghost vanishes….

       (Objective: Reading 14 - Analyse scenes)
12.  Brainstorm (spidergram; 5 bullet points; concept map etc).

· Divide class into two halves.  Half brainstorms how guests would feel before banquet – other half thinks about their reactions afterwards
· Is the ghost real?  For and against
· Rules of the classroom for Drama
13.  Spelling strategies.  Pupils invent ways of memorising 3 spellings e.g. mnemonics (night – I go home tonight), over-articulation (con-sci-ence), words within words (age in tragedy), spelling rules (deceit, deceive).

      (Objective: Word 4a - Learning strategies)

14.  Quick-fire quiz.  Hold up answer on whiteboard.

· Who arrives to talk to Macbeth?
· How many times does the ghost appear?
· Does the ghost speak?
· What does Macbeth decide to do at the end of the scene?
· What is on the murderer’s face?
15.  Can you find an example of:

· A metaphor
· Alliteration
· Blank verse
· A rhyming couplet
· An aside
       (Objective: Word 6 - Terminology for analysis)
16.  Anagrams.  Work them out!

a) Characters:                                               b)  Themes

BTMCAEH


IUGLT


QBAOUN


ABTIOIMN               
YLMTDEBCAAH


URDMER


TTCHEHIWES


SSDAMNE 


CALFENE


CDNAUN


UMFFDCA

          (Objective:  Word 2 - High-frequency words)

17.  Prediction.  

· Brainstorm 5 things you think are going to happen next.
· Pupils predict plot of play from a series of images (sword, crown, witch, child and so on)

18.  Using quotations in a sentence.  Write two sentences about 

 Macbeth using these two quotations…(one short, one long).  Set 

 quotations out correctly.

 (Objective: Sentence 4 - Integrate speech, reference and quotation)

19.  Language detective.  What do these words from the key scene  

 mean in Modern English?

· bides
· locks
· pray you
· prithee
· mirth
· avaunt
· fee’d
· scann’d
      (Objective: Sentence 11 - Trends over time)

20.  Boggle

e.g.    

	D
	O
	G
	U

	G
	H
	O
	I

	N
	S
	T
	L

	I
	K
	Y
	B


5 points for a “Macbeth” related word.

1 point for other words.

(Objective:  Word 2 - High-frequency words)
king


host


guilt


ghost


blood


guilty


good


god


sin


kin











